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MOTOR TORPID0 BOAT SPTADRONS PACIFIC FIEET
0ffice of the Commrver

26 Decanmber 1945

Dear Hemxy,

It was extremely nico of yvu to be so thoughtful as to look out Lo
x for such 2 long time during my stay abt Guome I% is 2 1idilec diffienmdt
Sor me to believe thet the Governor of that great island sat up and ®shot
the breezs® with me fop tiwee cr nare howrs dwring the carly moming, I
have aliweys known that you ware of an extrenmdly gencrous mture, bub I
nover had a full realiration as te what atent you were so gencrous unbil
the other night.

I an delighted thalt jou are now in your new headouarters, thich seen to
be perfectly delightful, and I trust that not in the too distant future the
Havy Department will authorize Mrs, Larsen to cams there ond pubt on the Zinishe
ing tauches, which only-the feminine hand seams able %o mroduce in changing 2
house to 2 hore,

Yy f2ight over horc from there was an amcellent ounc, and I enjoyed the
grwoth weather which e gonerally cngeunttored. It is a swprising thing,
however, timt Guam or scmebody thinks so litile of Samex as to detour around
u3 with their planes at the slightedt provoeation, I will be leaving for
¥anila dn & mattor of about three days, where, I understand, the mdil is
better served, but I still cen nob but feel gymrothotic with everyene in the
Samar Avea who Is forced to forego the satisfaeiion ir »oceiving mil, Ale
though I was awy eigint daye, I zeceived only one lettor during that time
and none since, Thic is the experience of "2ll hands', If you cen use any
infiluence to Insure a little betier service, I thinl 3% wuld be helpful to
the morale of rny thousmmds; bobh afloat amd asbere, in the Samer Aveo,

I hope that jou get to lashingbonr as you plameed; and, if you do gob
there, I hope that you will make that coment to Admiral Himitz Lo which you
referreds I wron't Izt me o bit to have the Uarine Commnding Coneral oge
tol me to the big bocs, however, I know thot others in the Paeifie have done
soe uhether it wes Admiral King who blocked me, I doalt !mowe I can not bee
Uove thet Admirel Himitz would do soe

I hope thct you had 2'most enjoyable Chrictmas - even thoudh amy fron
home and your loved oncs, You hawe been in (uan for quite o time now and are
entitied to same relaxiion along the family line. As for gyself, I a novr
in gy thirtieth month in the Pacifie, with bul one trip hemo - &y trin to
voshingbon on duty, I thins they hold that ogainst se, although it was not
at my request, but beccuse Jdmirel Fimibz wished me to tcll then in lashington
about suleide nlancse .

IT you geb o Londin, do not fail to see e, ac I am almeys happy to
share gy tirc,

-1-




#ith best wishes for the New Year, I an

Very sincerely jours,

R, %, BATES
Commodore, USH,

Genexal Henry Larson; UsSelisCe
EH3tary Covernor

Inited States liarine Corps
vy #926

c/o Flce$ Post Office

San: Franeisco, Cali.a.ftznm.




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FISET
© Qffice of the Commandex

26 Decerber 1945

Deaxr Eloise; :

~ You mmy have wonderod what has kappened to me all these monthe =
ever since you kindly wrote me a lstter from the Veteran's Hospital -
but your letter got misplaced and it was only as I was changing command
that I encowrbered ite I want you to lowow, though, that at the time I
received it, I was axiremcly gratified that you had remembered mes, Need-
less to say, my days at the Havy Department, with you as my secxetary,
were axtremaly happy ones, and your confidence in handliing the broad
ﬁ&mmﬁwmumﬁansmuwedmofmmmml

L ]

I remmwbar particularly well whon you became captain of the ladies
bowling tean of the Burean of Engineers and the great interest you showed
mry towrnanents which you and yow farinine firiends embered, You

bloomed in that job with me from a bud into a full grown flower, and X
remazber with great intarest the great many admirers that you bad around

yoie I have almys thought that Mr, Shaner was an exiremely foxtwmate

: Yowrhandle to my name mas not corveot, Ithinkthstiaﬂmm
that I lost yowr laticr, because you addressed it to "Admiral Bates™ when,
as a mtter of fact, it wmas "Commodore”, I should have much preferred

> certalinly
citationl I was informed that the reason she was not, was that,
she was not enough so, over hexr sisters,

outstanding,
this desired citation,

No, I have never mrriead, and somwtimes I am regretful about it, I
advertise marriage to all my friends, however, anxi I train my women so
“damn® well that everyono seeks one "Bates-trained®! The result of this

that they are extremaly happy, and all of the husbands could not be mwre
friendly than theqy are to me, Each of them thinks that, bosause his wife

-le




most
t Yool badly when I soce one of my
Xmmtomemtaaamapwu wifo-trainer,
linos of ¥r, Antiony, and, I think, as for the Voice of
is Just as "loud" as hisi

Iregretthd;yonrnmbmﬂmmbletogatinﬂothem,axﬂ,pab
ticularly, the Sea Bees, as they are a wonderful organization and have
doe mulms]ythrou@outthemmc. I have no doubt but that
bemuldhavedonevawm,inleed in any assignment of that nature,
Havirg tared you, I 2 vexmdoub’omtﬂmthemﬂdhzm.mmth!&pa

as "emll potatces?]

I am changing ny addmssfrmcomxﬁ&,mtorTm?edoMPaﬁﬂc,
to Chief of Stalf, amipm&aym,e/om,Saan,m
'.l'ixemm tmm ‘s bcatsareno lqngsrmaidsmddosmirahla, atparm'uy
& > r torpedos boals of our present type -~ y
of them have been decamdissionsd. wmsobintha:rmmuesaﬁmnbe
of greater interest, because there will be a change of government and other
mttmdoqmmmwmuwmmmm,

I haven't heard any new jokes recerly, but I will enclose something
that someone sent to me, which you may find amsing.

With warmest porsonal regards to yourself and to yowr husband, and
with maxy, many thanis for your thoughtfulness in writing tc me when you
&t:mmwwmwumm, Ian

Re Ve BATES
Commodore, USN,
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JOOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commander

My dear lr, Hall:

time ago that
you had presented through him « a large bottle of Major
Grey's chutney, and that it mas to be st to me,

With best wishes for a happy Now Year, I anm
Very alncerely yours,

R, U, BATES
Commdore, USH.




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQJADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
Office of the Commarnder

2] Decerder 1945

Deaxr Captain Liderty:

In ancthar day the Oommand, Motor Torpedo Boat Squadrons, Pacific
Floet, will be dissolved, and the U.S,S, ACONTIUS - which has boem the
Flagship of that Command - will have commsnoed her lonz return to the
States, I, therefore, desirs to selise this opportunity of writing to
you to command you upon ymur handling of the ACONTIUS sinece you sucoeeded
to commard, about two momths ago. :

~ #hen you took cormand of the ACONTIUS, she was still suffering frem
her overinul alongside the tender and was not, in my mind, uwp to the stand-
ard which I expect of my shipse I, therefore, noted with interest the mane
nsy wth which you commenced its renovation., You have worked hard and long
to mke the ACONTIUS into a emart ship, and it appears as if the entire
Ship's Company reflect youwr attitude, You have & deep interest in the per-
somel of youwr commnd and in thelr morale, anxd you are constantly
of them and of means in which to improve their welfare, You should realise
mmmwmmonmmndammnmmwmw

*

In ny experience with you, I have noted that you are 2 capahle Captain,
that you understand yowr ship, that you have confidenee in your ability to
handle your ship wnder difficult conditions, and, finally, I have noted

that, when the situations arose, you maintained & calm demeanor and acted
correctly, ‘

I have enjoyed my stay on the ACONTIUS very mmch, and, although I
regret that I was unable to take her to Okinawa and into Japan, that mas
a miter quite beyond zy authority, However, our stay in leyte has been
halpful in sssisting in the decomdasioning and demobilizing of a great
Fleet, and the mrt the ACONTIUS played in that decommissioning wes exoal~
Jled by no tender in the area, In faot, it is gy balief that the ACORTIUS
did better work, over the entire time, and ascomplished more than any other
tonder, and this is a little wmswml; in that the ACONTIUS belonged to the
Pacific Fleet, whereas the PT boats, umder overhaul, belonged to the Philw
ippines Sea Froutier,

I think that you can retum to the States feeling that you and your
oomand have done their full share in bringing victory to tha Undited States
in this great war cf the Pacific, and I trust that, upon retiorn home, things
will be much better than are anticipated from here, I also trust that you
will have the opportunity, which, I hope, will be gramted to many of the per-
somel, of bedng home, at least for awhile, with your family,

-]l -
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* With best wishes for the Hew Year, I am
1

J

Very sincerely your's,

R, W, BATES
Commodore, USHN.

Liewt, Comdr, Franklin P, Iiberty
Commanding Cfficer, UsS.S. ACONTIUS (AGP-12)
&/o Fleet Post Office :

San Francisco, California,
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MOTOR TORFEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FIEET
Offioe of the Commmandexr

27 Deoember 1945

Daa.rPeggandAndy,

It was exfully nice of you, dwing my short stay in Pearl Harbor, to
Mwinﬂ.tedmaouttodimeruthyburtm:y Needlgss to say, I en-
Joyed the mrivilege very mumch, indoed, although, at the time, Immod—
ingly tired, I shouldntt waoeeptedyowimmﬁmforthat
I was afraid that my stay in Hawaii would be thsb:mmvigae
another chance to see my beloved friends of so Many years, So, I took the

1iberty of imposing upon you z tired imdividual wﬂwreeeivedha
and renewed vigor at the sight of the "song birds of the islands,

I was delighted in seeing yowr children and to note how well they have
gown, They are fine young men, and you are exceptionally fortunate - as
thay are - in having them, and they, in having you, I was glad to note that
Ieith had improved, because I know that that night you were worried about
himn, Your young daughter,also, is going to be a darling, She is still right
yozmg,bubishﬂlofthe"ommck' ami I haventt any doubt but what the
Is]amof%huwiﬂbesb&kmtoitsfomﬂationsasahemcheshwfm
miurity., The roar of the young men - rumning to yowr home to ses her = will
probably sound to veterans in Hawall like the roar of American attasking

planesl}

Iy Command of the Motor Torpedo Boats Pacific will probably be dise
salved toamerrow, and then I report to lanila for duty as Chief of Staff for

thePhinppmeéea"romm. It ought to be a very interesting
WMuﬂwam@dmtmtherHMsMam~
dextial election, both of which I am quite interested in, noct only from a
palitical viswpoint, but also from the viewpoint of an interested mortal,

Tonight the officars of my Staff, of the Flagship, and of the Staffs of
&mhtdwmxﬁson&mrmghingmafamwaﬂmtyattreotﬁm
(Qub here, Apparently, there will be a large attendance, and I thoroughly
apmreciate the kindness of everyons tc think encugh of me to give me this
®chat, e wan't have the pig of the Hawaiian imau, but I heor rumors that
we will have twkey of the Amerlcan tahle, whioch will do equaliy well,

I want to wish you all happiness for the New Year amd to tell you that
nov, as always, I camwt think of Hamail without thinking of koth of you,

God be with you alwaysi As ever
Your old Kameaina friend,

R, Ve BATES
Commodore, USH,
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MOTOR TORPEDOC BDAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
offico of the Camander

. 27 Decembex 1945
Dear Lieutenant Commander Waxkst
In a day or so you will be leaving for the States on board the U.5eS.
ACONTIUS and will report in at Los Angelss to complete the historical werk
which you are doing, I, therefore, am seizing this opportunity of writing

you a letter to bid you "aloha®, becauss it is possihle, that, upon
tion of your historical wozk, you will be released to inactive duly.

I am interested in your work for two reasons, The first reason had to
do with your performance of duty as Commander of Motor Torpedo Boat Squadron
Thirty-Two. The second has to do with your performnce as the lotor Torpedo
Boat Pacific Fleet Historian,

As regards yowr mtor torpedo boat astivities, it is of interest to
mumtmmﬁ,mmmmma’nmcmwatmmm
Yacht Club Basin, New &rlcans, Louisiana, in June 1944. The first six boa ‘
laoft the United States 27 August of the same yesr, armd the last six boats
on 27 Octobar 1944 ALl of these boats wore designated for the Treasury
lands of the Solomwn Group, where they finally arrived - the last grouwp
ing there on 18 January 19,5, These boats were uped at Treaswy on patrols
&%M and swrouwnding izlands, Later they were based ab
Espirita in the Hew Hebrides Islands, where they remained for
of mths, As the war moved to the north, and as the lotor Torpeds

Pacific became reactivated, your Squadron was sent to Okimawa where it fmstionw

ed in alrwsea rescus patrolse.
mirablyl Squwadron Thirty-Two was nol engaged in combat operations during all
of this time, with the single axmeption that on 31 Decenber 1944 it, in con=-

Junction with other units, participated in a daylight raid &t Bo , bub
prinasily x@geduﬂign’ Inactive pabrols and tgmng, s o rearaants’

wms e a

tribute to youwr capacity as a Commnder that the morale of your persomiel and

the condition of your boats was maintained at the high pitch it showed upon

xy inspection of it.

Tdth regard to yowr present duties as Historian for lotor Tarpede Boats
Pacific, I can not say tco much for the results of your efforts, You seem to
have a mturel knack of coordinating facts into an interesting narrative, and -
you also have the singular akdlity of coordinating your subordinate historians,
who have dafinite opinions, into a amobth working organization, with the pro-
duct of each historian very well coordimated into the work of the others and
with, roughly, the same grammtical structure, :

I sinll be always miniful of the fast that you came dowm here of your
owm volition, after you had obtained suffisient points to permit you to be

-1-.
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Very sincerely yours, '

R, We BATES
Commodore, USH,
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With best wishes for a Happy New Year, I am,

Iieutenant Commander Sobert C. Wark, USR
Staff - ComMIERonsPacFlt .

¢/o Flast Post Office
San Francisco, Californda




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FIEET
Officz of the Commander

27 December 1945

Hational Board of lodical Examiners
225 South Y5th Street

Philadeiphia 2, Pennsylvania
Gentleman:

It has come to my attention that Ideutemart (jg) G. 7.
Hoffmarn, (), USHR, is a eandidate for adinlssion as a
Diplomate of the National Board of Medical Bxminers, I
should like, therefore, to take this opportunity of telling
Jyou what I think of Doctor Hoffmarm who, dwring the three
months that he has on Mﬂp,hassewedgsw

to comtimed study of both of these diffieult subjects.

stantly
The health of wy Command has bean very high, owing, in a large
part, to the assistancs rendered by Doctor Hoffmann,

In passing, I should like to point out that Doctor Boff-
mnn is a very friendly gentleman and is wellmliked, apparently,
by both officers and men, He makes friends readily and is
modest and unassuming, I should like, therefore, to resommend
hin to you for membershlip in yowr Soeiahy.

Very truly yowrs,

R, W. BAIES
Commodore, USN,




MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PAUIFIC FLEET
Offics of the Commmnder

28 Decenber 1945

Dear Claire,

Icanmtthankmutoommhfortheshoppingyoudid

Lor me, AsIlookatthisb]mshwb,whichmsmtmbmtham,
disting there such erotic specimens Crepe Suzettes, Rm
&mmmmdehgoiomdzm&otﬁweaﬂggﬂam

rolling in use Rlworthy Umpa.w a mamneyr
mwhichlhad visualized .
thoughtful of you todot}ﬂ.apm-dmsing,and:[am
with Iinterest why it was that you chose these items for me,
Very frankly, I can’t imagine anything I sheuld prefer to have
mwemmmmmmmmm&

As o matter of imterest, I wish you to know that these
items have not as yet arrived, and there is no telling whem
they will arrive, Fortunately, they are all canned and should
mlwhmﬂlmwﬁﬁm,ﬂmdmmﬁmrdo. It is a
regrotful favt, but mall is very badly handled in the Pacifie
these days and nearly everyone is suffering adversely because
of a non=receipt of mail, Sccond-class mall encounters even
more difficult transportation probleme,

You my be interested to loiow « and this should not
break your heart over these items which you are sending to
ms - but I have not as yet received last year!s Christms
presents, although in Noverber I received a book which had
beenn sant to me one year before,

I want to thank you very mmch and all of yowr firm for
your mwmtmsbinm,whichyouhave extendod over the
yaars Ihope,withiutmcom.rgyear to be able to march

into Ellworthy and Wmmwnwﬂmm-

With best wishes for the New Year, I am
Very sincerely yours,

R, W, BATES
Cozmodoxre, USH,




. MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FIEE?T
Office of the Commandex

28 Deoember 1945

Dear Miss Gallagher, .

, It was awfully nice of you to think of me over Christms by sending
me that most attractive Greetings Card, Very frankly, when I received it
and saw the name "Gladys", I was staggered for the roment, and then I
realized that it was none other than from yowr lovely self, which made
ms more appreciative than ever,:

I am zorry to hear thot yowr wehther at home is zero with lots of
anow, arkl I have no doubt but that you do = as you say - miss the Pacific
heat, Fortunately, the Samr Area, at this time, is quite cool and please
ant, although it rains a little more than we think is necessary,

There are now three Red Crvss young ladies in lieu of the famows
*two®, of Anderson and Gellagher, who ccmtrolled the situation during the
carbat days, These young ladles are Miss Fascoe, Miss Milbauer, and
Kiss Scullfer. They are all parfectly charming and fit very well into the
post-arar goenoe at the Base,

mofmmmmmmmmmam,mam
entire Commnd is deing decammissicned tomorrow, This will mean that
there will be no more active motor torpedo boats in the Pacifie, whieh
.32 a blow to many who would have liked to remain in them for the present,

As for myself, I am going up to join Admiral Kauffman
Statt:orthePhﬂippine Sea Frontier tomorrow, and thers, I expect to
un into many Red Cross young ladies again; but, I can assure you, I
don't ever expect to encounter two as eapable az both of you were in
ministering to the men of the PT Commnd. If you don't do anything
olse in youwr life, you can dlways look back to the fact that you cone
mm,mamtw,wmmemmammmxmw,
and, therefore, towards the suscessful end of the war,

Thanks again for writing to me, and do 1st ms kmow if you fimally
eatch that young man o, you seemed to think, was besoming somewhat
elusive,

With best wishes for the New Year, I am _
Vary sincerely yours, A

R, W, BATES
Coumodore, USKN,
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Yary sinceraly yours,
R, We BATES
Commodore,; USK,
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IOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLERT
Of£ice of the Commander

28 Decexber 1945

Dear Lioutemnt Gracey:

Tomorrow this Staff will be dissolved and the Type Commnd of Motor
Torpedo Boats Pacific will be but a momory, 4L the same time, you will
be retwrning homs tc talke advantage of the opportmnity of remining in
the Regular Havy or, if not accsptable because of ags, you will be re-
tuming home to become a dvilian again,

I am, therefore, taking this epportunity of thanking you for yowr
loyal services to me throughout the recemt manths, when you served as
Flag Secretary amd personal Alde on my Stafef, you were doing
was relatively now to you, and I can assure you that I well know that
Naval correspomience is a very di€ficult subject to master] Still, you
and yowr offlce force succeeded so admirably in this regard that, so
far as I have been able to discover, we have mde no mistakes, The fact
that no correspondence whatsoover his been lost within the ship is, of
itself, an explolt of no mean character,

You are a very friendly and persomalhils officer, and, I think you have
done a greal deal of good on the Staff and in the ship in your assoclation
with others, 1 like your athletic proclivities, and I think your assiste
ance in keeping the volley ball sport wnder woy has contributed a great
deal towards the health of the officer persomnel who engaged in 4t with
suwh happiness, You have probably discovered in yowr athletic 1ife that

people ke to indulge in athletics, but in the vast mjority of casss
they mist be invited} Asb;veﬁ:icaﬁonom,mwmamm
mxdcation persamel and lir, Woosley, who be dragged
m,mmmititmhmwmm’ playing once they had diseovered
ths fun .

I sppreciate all the friendly things you have done for me. You have
been a very good personal Aide and have made my duties mich more
than they might have been by youwr loyalty to me, mot anly persomally, bt
elsevhers, The party given in xy honor last night, I lmow that you assisted
in organizing, and I can not thank you teo mmch for it, It was a great

success}

I hope that you will be able to remain in the Navy and that the several
tes my deny you the privilege, will be
-~ it needs men who are personable and
friendly, and 1t nceds mon who are healthy and understanding In all of these
itans you axval, Should you, however, not romain in the Ravy, I hope that
ywuﬂla‘lmyseastywrwicemdefemeotthem,andofthew,

-]l -
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and of the Alr Fores as wall, as all of them, on occasions, will need
youwr halp, Suoch iz the way of dexpcracies|

. With wanmest personal regards and with best wishes for the New Year,
m '

Very sincerely yours,

R, W, BATES
Commodore, USi,

Lioutenant C. B. Gracey, USR
Staff = MI'B Squadrons Pacific Fleet
¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Francisco, Califarniae
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MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SQUADRORS PACIFIC FIEET
0ffice of the Commnder

‘

Deaxr Holderness:

This letter is ono of those things that we

hear of repeatedly, and I am forwmarding it to you
for any action that you may care to take on the pre=
mises, providing, of course, that R.E, Direcktor,

CﬁB/c,:.sattaabedtoyourw

As you see, Commarxier Ralston does not expect
too much, so don't allow yourself to be over per-
turbed by this.

Best repgards,

R. %, BATES
Commodore, TSN,
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IDTCR T RPEDO BOAT SQUADRONS PACIFIC FLEET
0ffice of the Commander

28 Docezber 1945
Doaxr E.B,,

Needlesstosew,yom-letterem@tmbymme
I haven't heard fran you for an extyremaly long time, I am
glad to ses that you wepe £it enough to be back in the Navy
during the war, although I should have liked it better had

I noted that you had retired as a Captain,

I almys remamber that you left Marylani in disgust amd
advised me to stay away! Your advice was very sound, amd I
would have saved myself a lot of {rouble with cur mtual en-
gineer friend had I been ahls to do what you suggested, Somo-
one, X think, notified the Navy Departmemt, however, because
theymtamthatmchangemwdmmuldbeaﬁhuﬁzed.

With reference to your young friend, Robert E, Plrecktor,
CiM3/e; he is no longer under my command, He was wxier my
command until sometime ago, whon he was transferred to the

Sea Frontier, and, at this present writing, I
ave no definite idea of his present location.' I wderstand
that 1t is possible that he is at the Ship Repair Base at
¥Mamicand Island, Icyte Gulf, I will forward your lstter to
Captain Holdarness, wio is in ¢crzmard there.

Dontt expect too mch, as carpenters are as rere as
Diogemes® honest man, ardlhnicani Island and other repair
bases hold on to their carpenters as they do their teethy
Should, however, the young lad!s mother becoms
m,thel\hvywﬂlmkemoﬁorbtoholdhmmbwinu-
tum him, where he will be of help to her,

Best wishes for the New Year. I am,
Very singerely yowrs,

R, Vie BATES
Commdore, USH,




MOTOR DRPEDO BOAT SPADRONS PACIFIC FIEET
Office of the Commander

28 Decenber 1945

Dear Lisutenant HNertors

During my absence at Pearl, you were detachad from com~-
mard of the CALLISTO and were ordered home for release to in-
active duty, I am, therefore, seising this opportunity, prior
to ny own detachnent which will occur tommrow, to write you
a letter to thank you very much for your services to this com=
mand and to the Flag duwring this war,

I can not discuss your previcus service in the Nevy prior
to reporting to the Motor Torpedo Boat Cormmnd here at leyte,
Etldnhmhemthatmship,thﬁﬂl&ﬂb,dﬁmmu,

You succeeded to commnd in Pearl Harbor and beought the
CALLISTO to the Philipnines, where you were made irmediately
available to assist in the decommissioning program, Your ship
at first found this work diffisult, but, under your steady hand
and exsellaent lsadership, she improved rapidly; so mich so that
near the and of the decomnissioning program shs was reported by

as doing the finest work in all of the tenders, 1

everyone
want to congratulate you upon this exceptional result amd to
Hd you Godspeed in yowr life in the civilian world, I

understand, it is yowr plan to resums after having been sed,

In following civilian life I request that you remain, at
all times, mindful of the Navy and all Amms of the military de-
fense and will give them your backing in case of need.

With best wdshes for the New Year, I anm,
Very sincerely yours,

Re W, BATES
Cammodore, USN,
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